
A MINISTRY REPORT FROM THE GET REAL STUDENT CONFERENCES

OUR HEART  |  WHY WE BEGAN THE GET REAL CONFERENCES

In the early 1990’s, Scott Davis dreamed 
of developing a student conference that 
was specifically designed to meet the 
needs of Christian school 
students. Having attended a 
Christian school himself, he 
knew firsthand how easy it 
was to “put on” Christianity 
like a jacket during the week, 
only to take if off when 
school was over. And, he 
understood how simple it 
was to become anesthetized by all the 
Bible classes, chapels, and community 
projects.

However, having spoken for Spiritual 
Emphasis Weeks in numerous Christian 
Schools over the years, he understood 
that students in a Christian school set-
ting would respond to the gospel and 
the life-changing call to discipleship if 
they were confronted with the issues that 
were unique to them as Christian school 
students. 

As a result, the Get Real National 
Student Conferences were born. And 
throughout the last decade, these confer-
ences have been used of God to trans-

form the lives of students and to affect 
entire schools for God’s glory.

So what is a Get Real conference? 
It is a two-day event that is 
packed with great worship 
and great teaching for stu-
dents and faculty alike. This 
conference brings in nation-
ally known and respected 
musicians, student pastors, 
student evangelists, and 
Christian artists to connect 

with students right where they are.
Students are confronted with the 

issues they face in a Christian school 
environment. They are challenged to Get 
Real with God and to drop 
the act of being a Christian. 
They are taught to build 
friendships that honor God 
and to make choices that 
bring glory to God. And, they 
are challenged to enter into 
a personal relationship with 
Jesus Christ.

All of this occurs within a setting that is 
conducive to a fresh movement of God in 
their lives. The conference is held away 

There is nothing more rewarding than witnessing hundreds of students commit their lives 
to Jesus Christ! It is exciting in any situation, but perhaps most amazing when the students 
all attend Christian schools. 

OVer 520 stuDents receiVe Christ in 3 conferences
In each of three conferences held in the month of September, 2008, the Spirit of God 
moved in a mighty way. As a result, hundreds of students accepted Christ as Savior and 
hundreds more were moved to other decisions. Praise God!  Page 2-3

How you can be inVolVeD
Get Real Conferences are the perfect solution for connecting the education and spiritual 
development of Christian school students. Explore the benefits of having your school host 
or attend a Get Real Conference.  Page 4IN
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from school, so the students recognize it 
is an important event. The conference is 
fun, so the student is drawn into the ses-
sions in a way that makes them sensitive 
to the work of God in their lives. The con-
ference is managed and presented with 

excellence, so the students 
understand that the message 
is important and relevant for 
them. And, the conference 
provides the best in speak-
ers and musicians, many of 
whom attended Christian 
schools themselves, so the 
students know that they are 

understood. The result is a powerful 
movement of God in the lives of students 
and their schools.



EAGLE’S LANDING CHRISTIAN ACADEMY 
September 8-9, 2008  |  300 Receive Christ
In early September, the Get Real team assembled in McDonough, 
GA for a conference that numbered more than 1200 students and 
faculty. Eagle’s Landing was the host school for the conference, 
which was held in the worship center at Eagles Landing First 
Baptist Church. Six other schools also attended the conference: 
Mt. Zion Christian, McDonough Christian, Covenant Christian, 
Young Americans, Woodlee’s Academy, and Praise Academy.

Over the course of those two days, the students enjoyed the 
music of Billy Lord and the Get Real Band, listened to teach-
ing from Mark Hall (student pastor and lead singer of Casting 
Crowns), and enjoyed the comedy of Christian comedian Tim 
Hawkins. They were challenged in their breakout sessions by stu-
dent pastor Reagan Ferris and student evangelist Mark Shelley. 
And, they loved the featured music provided by Mark Hall, Bonita 
Johnson and Cassie Curtis. The faculty and coaches of the 
schools were also challenged by the instruction of Dr. Tim Dowdy 
and Coach Bob Lord. 

During the last session of the second day, speaker Scott Davis 
brought the final Get Real challenge of the conference. After shar-
ing the gospel, 300 students walked forward to receive Christ. 
Every student was counseled, and the names of the students 
who made decisions were provided for the administrators of their 
schools for further discipleship. 

But that isn’t all—scores of other believing students came to the 
front to confess sin, restore relationships, and commit themselves 
to walk closer to Christ. As you might imagine, the atmosphere 
was electric, and both students and faculty alike were affected by 
the work of the Spirit of God.

In reflecting on the benefit of the conference for his students, Dr. 
Robert Wilson, Executive Pastor of Mt. Zion Christian Academy, 
had this to say: “We were delighted and pleasantly surprised when 
we attended the Get Real Conference at Eagles Landing this 
past September. It was such an awesome experience because 
our students, from 6th grade to 12th grade, had the opportunity 
to be exposed to some wonderful words from the Lord through a 
number of different media—through comedy, through testimonies, 
through singing—and they just got delighted. And on that day of 
invitation, when Scott stood up and asked for some type of com-
mitment to the Lord, 46 of our students went forward.”

And that was only the beginning! Dr. WIlson reports that as 
Spiritual Renewal Week continued on their school campus, God 
continued to move. A second invitation was given on that Friday 
and 26 more students came forward to make professions of faith.

“That’s 72 students in total we’ve seen make a decision for 
Christ in this time period, which is an awesome revival for us,” he 
continued. “If you are looking for an experience that will allow your 
students to catapult toward a new direction, let me tell you, Get 
Real is a conference you want to be at!”

THE RESPONSE  |



HEBRON CHRISTIAN ACADEMY 
September 15-16, 2008  |  101 Receive Christ
Our Get Real team met in Dacula, GA the following week for 
another great event. More than 1000 students and faculty assem-
bled in the worship center of Hebron Baptist Church to Get Real. 
The students were attending from Loganville Christian, Covenant 
Christian, Hebron Academy, North Asheville, North Georgia 
Christian, and Bethlehem Christian. 

Once again, the students and faculty were challenged about 
their relationship with Christ. Along with Mark Hall, the students 
had the opportunity to hear the testimony of Derrick Moore, a for-
mer NFL running back and current team chaplain for the Georgia 
Tech Yellow Jackets. Derrick shared how God changed his life 
through Jesus Christ, and helped him use his passion for football 
to make a difference in the lives of others. God used this passion-
ate and powerful testimony to really impact the student’s lives. 

On session two of the second day, Scott Davis once again 
brought Get Real challenge to the students. As God began to 
work in their lives, 101 students came forward expressing a 
desire to commit their lives to Christ. Scores of additional students 
responded to the challenge to Get Real in their walk with God. It 
was a powerful demonstration of the work of God’s Spirit. 

Following the conference, Sandra Royal, a teacher at North 
Asheville Christian School, sent the following words of affirma-
tion: “I can’t begin to tell you what the Lord has done in our school 
since Get Real. In all my years of teaching, I have never seen the 
impact of one retreat/conference on Christian school students 
as this one. Get Real ministry truly knows how to reach students 
of Christian Schools. Mentoring groups have broken out all over 
campus with our high school students mentoring our middle 
school. Prayer groups have started during lunch breaks. It has 
been awesome! As a teacher and a parent, thank you. We are 
already checking to see about hosting Get Real in Western North 
Carolina. God bless you all!”

LIBERTY BAPTIST CHURCH
September 29-30, 2008  |  121 Receive Christ
In the last week of September, Hampton, VA was the destination 
for the Get Real team. Liberty Baptist Church hosted an event 
which included our anchor school, Denbigh Baptist School, plus 
Williamsburg Christian, Warwick River Christian, Portsmouth 
Christian, Oaktree Academy, First Baptist Christian, and Central 
Christian. From the beginning of day one, it was evident that God 
was up to something. The 900+ students and faculty members 
were energized as Billy Lord and the Get Real Band began to 
lead in worship.

Throughout both days, whether in the large group sessions led 
by Mark Hall, or the breakout sessions led by Mark Shelley and 
Reagan Ferris, the Holy Spirit was in evidence. In this confer-
ence, God really used the musical gifts of Bonita Johnson and 
Cassie Curtis. And when Mark Hall sang Casting Crowns hit song 
East to West, God began to move in the lives of students.

Scott Davis concluded the afternoon session with a powerful 
explanation of the gospel. As the response time began, dozens of 
students began to walk towards the front to talk with folks about 
their salvation. At the end of the day, 121 students had made pro-
fessions of faith and hundreds recommitted their lives to Christ. 

The Get Real Conference ended in revival in the lives of so 
many students. But the revival didn’t end at the conference. 
Several schools returned to their own campuses and discovered 
that the revival was still occurring.

Following the conference, Greg Hardy, Administrator of Denbigh 
Baptist Christian School, sent the following testimony about the 
impact of the conference on his school: “We let the kids share 
today in chapel about how God spoke to them and both the 
middle and high school had much to say. The high school espe-
cially was impacted. We had a total of 35 kids surrender to the 
Lord’s call. Many students had specifically focused their prayers 

on some of their classmates and Lord answered their prayer 
abundantly. Particularly, four of our senior girls were 
saved. They shared how God used different parts of 
the conference and how each speaker and song spoke 
straight to them.”

“Tears were flowing all over,” he continued. “Some of 
our Christian leaders spoke up and confessed that they 
didn’t trust that God would reach some of those who 
were saved, and how humbled and ashamed they were 

when they saw them go forward. I 
have students who want to start 
bible studies before school, dur-
ing lunch, and after school. They 

want to start a prayer web and they 
are trying to get outreach ideas. God 

is doing a mighty work here and I am sure 
He’s not finished.”

“I took a group of students to the Get Real Student Conference and we loved it! The opportunity to fellowship 
with other Christian school students and staff as well as the spiritual impact on my students made this confer-
ence stand out from the others. It was definitely worth the investment of time and money. Scott Davis is a gifted 
communicator and the training, music, and atmosphere that he provides at this conference is truly dynamic.” 
Larry Taylor  |  Head of School, Prestonwood Christian Academy, Plano, Texas

OVer 520 StuDents ReceiVe Christ In Three Conferences



FOR MORE INFORMATION ON GET REAL CONFERENCES
www.GetRealNow.us  |  866.880.7901

For most Christian schools, it is a real challenge to engage stu-
dents spiritually while still engaging them academically. While 
schools often offer a Bible curriculum and chapel services, 
the educational setting may lead many students to perceive 
Christianity primarily as something for the head and not for the 
heart. They may see it as just another subject to be learned, not 
as a faith system to be lived.

Furthermore, with the growth and popularity of Christian 
schools as an educational alternative to public education, more 
and more unsaved students are attending Christian schools. As 
a result, the Christian school setting has really become a mis-
sion field. That’s where Get Real Conferences come along side 
of Christian schools in their efforts to challenge their students 
spiritually. It moves students out of the classroom and into a set-
ting where they can encounter a Person, not a subject. It allows 
them to hear from men and women who have been where they 
are, and who understand how easy it is to miss God, even in a 
Christian environment. And, it gives both students and schools 
the opportunity to experience a fresh touch from God. Get Real 
Conferences are the perfect solution for reconnecting both the 
education and spiritual development.

At Get Real, we hope you will prayerfully consider hosting or 
attending a Get Real Conference for your school. If you would 
like more information about bringing this exciting event to your 
school, please visit www.GetRealNow.us.

YOUR OPPORTUNITY  |  HOW TO GET INVOLVED

PO BOX 1088 • ELLENWOOD, GA • 30294
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TS TWO BIG DAYS! Featuring 12 of 

America’s TOP Youth Speakers

Practical Bible teaching that 
students understand

Incredible Praise & Worship from 
Billy Lord and the Get Real Band

A full concert by a national 
Christian Artist

Fast paced, fun group games for 
all ages

Full-color workbook and conference 
T-shirt for each student

Large-screen video and interactive 
multi-media

Interaction with hundreds of other 
students and teachers!

Breakout sessions for both 
Coaches and Teachers

Educators receive one (1) CEU 
credit from the ACSI

ATTENTION: ADMINISTRATOR OR HEAD OF SCHOOL


